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The  Committee  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  J.  Mason 
Everett,  Chairman,  and  Geo.  F.  Sumner,  Secretary. 

Samuel  B.  Noyes  was  elected  Superintendent,  and  has  per- 
formed the  duties  during  the  year. 

The  whole  number  of  common  schools  during  the  year  has 
been  fifteen. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  schools  was  - $5300.00 

Add  amount  received  from  the  State  - - 245.27 


Total, 


$5545*27 


Superintendent’s  Report. 


The  whole  number  of  persons  in  the  town  on  the  first  of 
May,  1868,  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age  was  : — 

In  District  No.  I,  99 

“ “ “ II,  45 

“ “ “ III,  449 

“ “ “ IV,  37 

“ “ “ V,  59 

u u iC  VI,  95 

“ “ «VH,  76 

Total,  860 

The  number  of  different  scholars  of  all  ages  in  the  Common 


Schools  in  Summer  was,  - - - - - - 719 

In  Winter,  - 764 

Average  attendance  in  Summer,  - 623 

u “ Winter,  - 621 

Number  under  five  years  of  age,  - * - ‘ - - 000 

Number  over  fifteen  year^of  age,  *•  -Sy  000 


The  abolition  of  the  School  Districts  removes  the  necessity 
for  an  extended  report  of  the  attendance  in  the  several  schools 
and  we  pass  to  speak  of  them  as  they  have  appeared  to  us. 

In  District  No.  1,  the  schools  have  been  good  throughout  the 
entire  year.  Under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Tucker,  who  has 
never  been  excelled  in  our  experience  as  a teacher  at  once  in- 
telligent, patient,  laborious,  persistent  and  affectionate;  the 
grammar  school  was  all  that  we  could  desire.  And  when  ill-health, 
caused,  as  we  suspect,  by  her  too  great  labors,  compelled  her  to 
give  up  the  school,  Mr.  W.  Edgar  Horton  was  induced  to  be- 
come her  substitute,  and  you  can  easily  anticipate  that  his  labors 
were  successful.  We  are  proud  of  Mr.  Horton,  as  we  are  of 


Mr.  Messin^er,  Mtss  Drake,  Miss  Dense,  Miss  French,  Miss 
Tucker,  and  of  others  formerly  teachers,  who  have  been  brought 
up  in  our  own  schools,  or  who  have  in  them  received  their  ru- 
dimentary education.  We  follow  them  with  a sort  of  paternal 
pride,  as  they  go  on  and  up  in  excellence,  at  home  and  abroad. 
And  it  gives  us  unqualified  delight  to  mention  them  in  this 
connection. 

Miss  Fisher  taught  the  primary  school  with  fidelity,  zeal 
and  success. 

In  District  No.  2 the  summer  term,  under  the  tuition  of  the 
same  experienced  teacher,  Miss  Sawyer,  was  characterized  by 
good  order,  faithful  study,  and  steady  improvement.  During 
the  Winter  term,  Mr.  Drake,  imparting  to  it  somewhat  of  his 
own  enthusiasm  and  advanced  scholarship,  developed  the  talents 
and  genius  of  some  of  the  older  pupils  to  a high  degree  ; and 
the  term  closed  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  us  all. 

In  District  No.  3,  the  four  Primary  schools,  the  Intermediate 
school,  and  the  Grammar  School,  have  all  been  under  the  tui- 
tion of  good  teachers.  Messrs.  Brewster,  Bent,  and  Horton, 
Prudential  Committee,  were  fully  alive  to  the  responsibilities 
of  their  position ; and  their  efforts  to  secure  good  teachers,  and 
their  willingness  to  aid  the  teachers  by  every  means  in  their  pow- 
er, to  ensure  regularity  of  attendance,  obedience,  and  comfort, 
deserve  a special  commendation  in  this  report.  Some  changes  in 
teachers  have  been  made,  which  have  exercised  their  minds  as 
well  as  ours.  But  they  have  all  resulted  in  ultimate  success.  In 
one  of  the  schools  some  symptoms  of  insubordination  were  mani- 
fested and  encouraged  by  the  unwarranted  interference  of  pa- 
rents and  others,  (for  there  are  always  persons  ready  to  assist  in 
what  does  not  concern  them,)  but  the  judicious  conduct  of  the 
Prudential  Committee,  and  the  firm  and  high  moral  stand  taken 
by  the  teacher,  enabled  us  to  check  the  spread  of  the  evil,  and 
to  nip  in  the  bud  the  growth  of  the  bitter  fruit. 

Miss  French,  in  the  Fourth  Primary  Department  has  achieved 
wonders.  She  succeeded  Miss  Bense,  whom  we  consider  as  one 
born  to  the  task  of  teacher.  And  when  she  was  promoted  to  a 
less  onerous,  but  not  less  responsible  position,  we  hardly  dared 
to  hope  to  find  at  once  so  well  fitted  a successor.  And  here  we 
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are  tempted  to  again  pride  ourselves  on  our  success  in  raising 
our  own  teachers.  For  both  of  these  talented  teachers  are  the 
result  of  the  training  of  our  own  schools.  The  average  attend* 
ance  in  the  Fourth  Primary  School  was  large  enough  for  two 
schools ; yet  both  Miss  French  and  Miss  Bense  went  through 
with  their  laborious  duties  with  a degree  of  patient,  uncom- 
plaining labor,  which  commanded  and  deserved,  as  it  receives, 
our  admiration  and  respect. 

Miss  May  was  a thoroughly  educated  scholar  from  the  Salem 
Normal  School.  She  was  pre-eminently  fitted  to  take  the  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  in  the  High  School.  But  she  was  not 
so  successful  in  the  Second  Primary  School  as  was  desira- 
ble. At  the  close  of  her  Summer  term  she  resigned  her  posi- 
tion to  take  a place  where  her  talents  and  attainments,  while 
they  brought  her  a greater  pecuniary  compensation,  could  be 
employed  to  better  advantage,  and  Miss  Drake  again  took 
charge  of  the  school  and  held  it  with  success  to  the  end. 

Miss  Ellis,  in  the  First  Primary  School,  has  pursued  the 
even  tenor  of  her  way  with  her  accustomed  diligence,  and  her 
pupils  have  been  studious  and  odedient. 

In  the  Intermediate  School  Miss  Lowry  has  proved  herself  to 
be  a teacher  of  intrinsic  worth.  Several  of  the  pupils  in  her 
school  have  been  of  an  age  and  domestic  surroundings  which 
have  required  the  exercise  of  the  rarest  combinations  of  talent 
for  government  and  discipline.  Emergencies  have  arisen,  and 
they  have  been  met  by  her  with  cool  discretion  and  considerate 
firmness.  Your  Superintendent  has  been  called  upon  to  inter- 
pose the  authority  of  the  Committee  ; and  he  is  happy  here  to 
bear  witness  to  the  temperate  firmness  and  wisdom  which  have 
characterized  the  course  of  this  teacher  in  these  exigent  times. 
All  her  acts  appeared  to  have  been  based  upon  deep  conviction 
of  duty,  and  sound  principles  of  discipline.  And  her  school, 
when  the  unruly  element  had  been  eliminated,  went  harmoni- 
ously on.  Her  instruction  was  competent  and  her  success 
uniform. 

The  Grammar  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Elsie  J.  Parker, 
and  Mr.  W.  Edgar  Horton  during  the  Summer  term.  It  was 
no  fault  of  ours  that  Miss  Parker  went  away.  A “ louder 


call  ” i.  e.  increased  compensation,  took  this  skillful  and  com- 
petent teacher  away  from  us.  Mr.  Horton  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  take  the  school  only  to  the  close  of  the  Fall  term. 
Mr.  Messinger  came  in  at  the  commencement  of  the  Winter 
term,  and  the  influence  of  his  extended  culture,  and  high-toned 
attainments  have  produced  their  legitimate  fruits.  The  closing 
examination  of  this  School  gave  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  his  se- 
lection to  the  post.  Let  us  make  the  most  we  can  of  these 
teachers  of  our  own  raising.  They  are  the  offspring  and  legit- 
imate results  of  our  administration  of  the  School  System.  And, 
while  we  do  actually  supply  the  neighboring  towns  and  cities 
with  some  of  their  teachers,  let  us  be  wise  and  conserve  enough 
of  them  for  our  own  schools. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  in  this  connection,  that  these  schools 
have,  from  necessity,  been  “ graded  ” more  than  once  since 
our  last  Report.  The  pressure  for  admission  into  the  Fourth 
Primary  School  was  so  increased  that  it  became  necessary  to 
remove  or  promote  the  pupils  upward  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
done  with  a proper  regard  to  their  advancement  in  their  stud- 
ies. This  necessity  the  Statute  of  March  24,  i869,  will  obviate 
in  future.  For  the  scholars  will  no  longer  be  hemmed  in  by 
District  lines,  as  impassable  as  the  fences  which  divide  the 
herds  of  the  different  Drovers  at  Brighton,  or  at  Cambridge, 
and  yet,  only  imaginary. 

In  District  No.  4,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Capen,  of  Stoughton,  a teacher 
of  experience,  who  had  for  twelve  years  filled  a responsible  po- 
sition in  one  of  the  Boston  Schools,  was  induced  to  take  charge 
of  the  school.  Her  task  here  was  difficult ; for  here  are  pupils 
of  various  degrees  of  attainment,  numbering  not  many  in  all, 
and  difficult  to  classify.  Few  teachers  are  willing  or  desirous 
to  undertake  such  a school.  Mrs.  Capen  did  it,  and  there  was 
no  school  under  our  supervision  that  was  more  thoroughly  and 
successfully  taught.  Mr.  Bryden,  who  had  taught  this  school 
the  winter  previous,  succeeded  her,  and  with  equally  satisfac- 
tory results. 

In  District  No.  5,  Miss  Bird  had  a respectable  degree  of  suc- 
cess in  the  Summer  term.  This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
schools  in  town.  But  all  real  progress  is  here  hindered  and 


obstructed  by  the  irregularity  of  attendance  of  the  pupils.  Mr. 
Hathaway  who  was  selected  by  the  Prudential  Committee,  for 
the  Winter  school,  was  a gentleman  of  high  culture  and  rare 
attainments.  We  hoped  great  results  from  his  teaching.  But 
his  health  and  courage  failed,  and  he  retired  unsuccessful. 
The  school  is  now  going  on  under  the  tuition  of  a young  wo- 
man whose  talents  and  attainments  are  of  a high  order,  but 
whose  success,  thus  far,  in  discipline,  has  been  watched  by  us 
with  great  anxiety.  This  has  been  the  only  failure  of  the  year. 

“’Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success.” 

There  are  in  this  school  some  of  the  most  interesting  and  prom- 
ising pupils  to  be  found  in  town,  and  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Statute  just  quoted,  we  can  so  arrange  as  to  bring  them 
within  the  sphere  of  the  right  kind  of  influence. 

In  District  No.  6,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  year 
every  step  has  been  a success.  Miss  Faunce  has  completed  her 
seventh  year  in  the  Primary  School,  which,  as  Mr.  Capen  and 
Mr.  Huntoon  have  before  reported,  has  been  a Model  Primary 
School. 

Mr.  Earl  has  made  the  Grammar  School  worthy  of  the  high- 
est commendation.  He  has  kept  pace  with  the  zeal  of  the 
parents,  and  the  pupils  have  kept  pace  with  his  zeal.  The  av- 
erage attendance  was  not  large,  and  there  were  three  pupils  who 
had  been  members  of  the  High  School.  At  the  closing  exami- 
nation, a few  of  the  parents,  sensible  that  the  compensation 
which  the  teachers  of  these  schools  had  received  was  meagre, 
gave  to  Mr.  Earl  the  supplementary  sum  of  $80,  and  to  Miss 
Faunce  the  sum  of  $40,  in  currency. 

In  District  No.  7,  the  schools  have  been  good  throughout  the 
year.  Not  that  they  have  been  so  enthusiastic  as  we  have 
known  them.  But  they  have  been  taught  by  good  teachers  who 
where  faithful  to  the  requirements  of  the  course  of  study.  The 
Grammar  School  was  more  than  acceptably  taught  by  Miss 
Johnson. 

Miss  Allen  left  the  Primary  Department  to  take  a better 
place  elsewhere,  and  Miss  Leonard  who  succeeded  her,  was  a 
careful  painstaking  teacher.  The  school  was  interesting  and 
pleasant,  But  near  the  close  of  the  Winter  term,  the  preva- 
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lence  of  an  epidemic  sadly  disturbed  the  attendance,  and  the 
closing  examination  was  omitted.  There  was  a cheerful  glow 
ever  present  in  this  school  which  made  it  always  pleasant  to  us 
at  our  visits. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Teacher. — HENRY  B.  MINER,  A.  M. 

Length  of  School,  10  months.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$130.  or  $1300.  per  annum.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  Sum- 
mer term  43.  Average  attendance  37,  over  15,  23.  Fall  term 
38,  average  attendance  34,  over  15,  21.  Winter  term  35, 
average  attendance  30,  over  15,  21. 

In  all  the  studies  here  pursued,  the  instruction  has  been  emi- 
nently systematic,  intelligent  and  thorough. 

The  First  Class  have  finished  Chemistry,  Three  Books  of 
Virgil,  Moral  Philosophy  and  English  History ; studied  Otto’s 
French  Grammar  two  terms,  (writing  the  exercises,)  and  have 
read  all  the  selections  in  Magill’s  French  Reader ; have  studied 
English  Literature,  (Cleveland’s  Compendium  and  Lectures 
from  the  teacher,  and  have  commenced  Astronomy. 

The  Second  Class  have  finished  Algebra,  the  Latin  Reader, 
Natural  Philosophy,  and  Book-Keeping ; and  have  commenced 
Geometry,  Virgil  and  Rhetoric. 

The  Third  Class  have  finished  Arithmetic,  Geography, 
Natural  Philosophy ; — have  commenced  Algebra,  and  have 
gone  through  Equations  of  the  First  Degree,  containing  two 
unknown  quantities ; and  have  studied  Reading,  Spelling  and 
English  Grammar  throughout  the  year. 

The  first  two  classes  have  written  English  Compositions  reg- 
ularly. The  third  class  have  also  begun  the  exercise. 

Only  eight  pupils  were  admitted  during  the  year ; three  of 
whom  were  from  District  No.  1,  and  five  from  District  No.  3. 

The  progress  and  success  of  the  High  School,  thus  far,  has 
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been  abreast  of  our  anticipations  and  our  wishes.  The  de- 
meanor and  attendance  of  the  scholars  have  been  good.  The 
moral,  as  well  as  the  intellectual  influence  of  a gentleman  of 
Mr.  Miner’s  character  can  not  be  too  highly  estimated  in  our 
community.  In  his  school-room  all  was  methodical,  genial, 
pure,  and  from  it  there  radiated  a sunlight  of  influence  which 
reached  and  blessed  every  part  of  the  town,  and  which  has  been 
reflected  back,  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  upon  all  the  schools. 

It  was  said,  at  the  closing  examination  of  the  High  School, 
by  a member  of  the  School  Committee  present,  who  having 
served  in  that  capacity  longer  than  any  of  his  colleagues,  and 
therefore  could  speak  from  authority,  that  there  had  been,  in 
his  opinion,  a steady  improvement  in  nearly  all  of  the  schools , 
during1  the  last  three  years.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  opinion.  And  this  improvement  has  been  the 
result,  as  he  intimated,  of  the  establishment  of  the  High  School. 
The  standard  of  instruction,  while  not  technically  higher  in  the 
Grammar  Schools  and  Mixed  Schools,  has  yet  been  virtually 
higher ; for  there  has  constantly  been  before  the  eyes  of  the  pu- 
pils an  object  to  be  attained,  and  which  object  could  be  attained 
only  by  regular  attendance  and  study.  We  saw  this  last  year 
and  spoke  of  it  in  our  Report.  We  have  noticed  it  all  through 
the  Schools,  during  the  year  just  closed. 

We  have  not  spoken  in  detail  of  the  different  studies  pur- 
sued in  the  Common  Schools.  Advancement  in  each  branch 
in  all  the  Schools  has  varied  according  as  the  ages  and  capacity 
of  the  pupils  have  differed,  and  in  proportion  to  the  ability  and 
zeal  of  the  teachers. 

For  the  Committee, 

SAMUEL  B.  NOYES. 

Superintendent  of  'Public  Schools, 

At  a meeting  of  the  School  Committee  of  Canton,  held  at  the 
Office  of  the  Superintendent,  March  27,  1869,  the  foregoing 
Report  was  read  and  adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
Attest, 

GEO.  F.  SUMNER, 

Secretary. 
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NAMES  OF  DIFFERENT  TEACHERS  OF 
THE  COMMON  SCHOOLS,  DURING 
THE  YEAR, 


MISS  CHARLOTTE  TUCKER. 

“ ELIZABETH  FISHER. 

“ MARY  L.  SAWYER, 

“ J.  ANNIE  BENSE. 

“ ELIZA  A.  FRENCH. 

“ CATHARINE  D.  MAY. 

“ ELBORA  A.  BRAKE. 

“ LUCIE  R.  ELLIS. 

“ ALICE  H.  LOWRY. 

« ELSIE  J.  PARKER. 

MRS.  JANE  E.  CAPEN. 

MISS  E.  J.  BIRB. 

“ MARY  H.  BILL. 

“ E.  FLORENCE  FAUNCE. 

“ MARY  E.  ALLEN. 

“ ESTHER  C.  LEONARB. 
SARAH  O.  JOHNSON. 

MR.  JEREMIAH  E.  EARL. 

“ W.  EBOAR  HORTON. 

“ HERBERT  S.  MESSINGER. 
“ ALBERT  H.  BRAKE. 

“ NOAH  HATHAWAY. 

“ EWEN  BRYBEN,  Jr. 


1868-9. 


) JOSEPH  W.  WATTLES. 
For  One  Tear.  V FRANKLIN  REED. 

) WM.  BLACKMAN. 


) EZEKIEL  CAPEN. 

For  Two  Tears.  £ J.  MASON  ETERETT. 

) ISAAC  HORTON. 


■)  SAMUEL  B.  NOYES. 
For  Three  Tears.  £ GEO.  F.  SUMNER. 

) JESSE  FENNO. 
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Prescribed  by  the  School  Committee,  to  be  used  in 
the  Schools  of  Canton. 


Readers.—  New  Testament,  Hillard’s  Readers. 

Spellers. — Swan’s  Spellers,  Worcester’s  Spelling  Book,  and  Worcester’s  Dictionary. 
English  Grammar. — Kerl’s  Common  School* 

Arithmetic. — Emerson’s  First  Part,  Colburn’s  Mental,  and  Greenleaf’s  Introduc* 
tion  and  National. 

Geography. — Cornell’s  Series,  and  Warren’s  Physical  Geography. 

Penmanship. — Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribner’s. 

History.— Parley’s,  Goodrich’s  United  States,  and  Worcester’s  General  History. 
Mathematics. — Greenleaf’s  Algebra,  and  Greenleaf’s  Geometry. 

Physiology. — Cutter’s  Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

Book-Keeping. — Hanaford  and  Payson’s. 

Singing  Books.—  Song  Book  of  the  School  Room,  and  Golden  Wreath. 
Philosophy. — Quackenbos. 

Phetoric. — Quackenbos. 

Chemistry.— Youman’s. 

Latin  Grammar.**-  Harkness. 

Latin  Reader. — Harkness. 

Virgil. 

French  Reader.—  Magill. 

French  Grammar. — Otto’s. 

Moral  Science.— Wayland’s. 

English  Literature.— Cleveland. 


‘The  books  are  procured  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  and  can  be  found  at 
E.  Capen’s  Store. 


■- 
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